Respiratory health at a pulpmill in British Columbia.
The respiratory parameters of 392 white male pulpmill workers were measured by standardized procedures and compared with those of 310 white male rail yard workers. The pulpmill workers complained more frequently of wheezing and chest tightness and missed work more commonly because of chest illness as compared with the rail yard workers. Significant airflow obstruction was noted in nonsmokers who worked in the bleach plant, and it was most striking in the younger members of this group. The principal environmental contaminant in this area was chlorine at levels generally below current permissible concentrations. Members of the maintenance group--especially older members--demonstrated significantly lower forced vital capacity compared to the rail yard workers.